
Residential Swimming Pool Used for Commercial Purposes Registration Form 
 

       Return completed form to:  
Iowa Department of Public Health 

 Swimming Pool Program 
 321 East 12th Street 
 Des Moines, IA 50319 
 
Owner Information 

Name:  

Address:  

City:  State: IA Zip:  County: 

Phone: E-Mail: 

  

Swimming Pool Information 

 Indoor     Outdoor Surface Area (ft2): Volume (gal): 

Operational Period (i.e. May-Sept):  
Use:   

  General Aquatics (classes, parties, etc.)  
                        Number of hours the pool will be used per month:       
 
                  Swimming Lessons 
                        Number of hours the pool will be used per month:   
 
 
NOTE: There is no registration fee charged for the registration of residential pools used for commercial purposes. 
The pool is, however, subject to any inspection fees imposed by the local inspection agency. 
 
By submission of this registration I understand that: 

• The residential swimming pool must be registered with the department and renewed annually as long as it is 
used for commercial purposes. 
 

• A residential swimming pool shall not be used for more than 60 hours per calendar month for commercial 
purposes with the exception of private swimming lessons. The pool may be used for private swimming lessons 
for up to 207 hours in a calendar month, or the number of hours prescribed by local ordinance applicable to 
such use, whichever is greater. 

 
• The residential swimming pool shall be operated in a safe, sanitary manner and shall meet the operational 

requirements of Iowa Administrative Code 641—15.4(6) “n”. 
 
• The residential swimming pool will be subject to inspection annually by the local inspection agency. 

If it is determined that the pool does not meet the requirements listed above, the swimming pool will be 
considered a public pool and will be subject to full regulation under Iowa Code §135I and Iowa Administrative 
Code 641, Chapter 15. 

Signed: ____________________________________________ 

Date:     ___________________ 

 

 



Rules Governing Residential Pools Used for Commercial Purposes  
For questions while completing this form, please call (515) 281-3548. A complete copy of the rules can 
be found at the following website: https://www.idph.iowa.gov/swimmingpoolsandspas  

 
 641—15.3(135I) Definitions and abbreviations. 
15.3(1) Definitions. 

“Residential swimming pool” means any swimming pool that is used, or intended to be used, in 
connection with a single-family residence and that is available only to the family of the householder and the 
householder’s private guests. A residential swimming pool used for any commercial purpose, including, but not 
limited to, swimming lessons or exercise classes, shall comply with the requirements of 15.4(6)“n.” A residential 
swimming pool used for private swimming lessons for over 207 hours in a calendar month, or the number of hours 
prescribed by local ordinance applicable to such use of a residential swimming pool, whichever is greater, shall be 
considered a public swimming pool and shall be subject to all the requirements of this chapter. A residential 
swimming pool used for any other commercial purposes for more than 60 hours in a calendar month shall be 
considered a public swimming pool and shall be subject to all the requirements of this chapter. 
 
641—15.4(135I) Swimming pool operations. Swimming pools shall be operated in a safe, sanitary manner and 
shall meet the following operational standards. 

15.4(2) Water quality and testing. 
a. Disinfection. 
(1) Swimming pool water shall have a free chlorine residual of at least 1.0 ppm and no greater than 8.0 ppm, 

or a total bromine residual of at least 2.0 ppm and no greater than 18 ppm when the swimming pool is open for 
use. 

(2) The swimming pool shall be closed if the free chlorine is measured to be less than 0.6 ppm or the total 
bromine is measured to be less than 1.0 ppm. 

(3) The swimming pool shall be closed if a free chlorine measurement exceeds 8.0 ppm or if the total bromine 
measurement exceeds 18 ppm. 
[NOTE: If the pool is monitored using Oxidation Reduction Potential Readings (ORP) then the requirements in 
Items 1 and 3 above may differ. Refer to the complete rule for additional information. ] 

 
15.4(6) Management, notifications, and records. 
n. Residential swimming pools used for commercial purposes. A residential swimming pool that is used for 

commercial purposes shall be subject to the following requirements: 
(1) The owner of a residential swimming pool that is used for commercial purposes shall register the 

swimming pool with the department in accordance with 641--15.9(135I), except that no registration fee is 
required. 

(2) The recirculation system of the swimming pool shall be operating whenever the swimming pool is used for 
commercial purposes. 

(3) The owner or the owner’s representative shall test the swimming pool water for the free chlorine or the 
total bromine residual prior to and after each commercial use of the swimming pool. The owner or the owner’s 
representative shall test the swimming pool water for pH and cyanuric acid (if applicable) at least once in each day 
that the swimming pool is used for commercial purposes. The test results shall be recorded. The records shall be 
made available to a swimming pool inspector upon request. 

(4) The owner or the owner’s representative shall test the swimming pool water for total alkalinity and 
calcium hardness at least once in each month that the swimming pool is used for commercial purposes. The test 
results shall be recorded. The records shall be made available to a swimming pool inspector upon request. 

(5) During commercial use of a residential swimming pool, the chlorine or bromine residual shall meet the 
requirements of 15.4(2)“a.” The pH shall meet the requirements of 15.4(2)“b.” If an alternative disinfectant is 
used, the residual shall be maintained as recommended by the manufacturer of the product. The operational 
range specified by the manufacturer for an alternative disinfectant shall be written in the pool records. 

(6) The swimming pool shall be inspected at least annually by the local inspection agency. The inspection shall 
be limited to a review of the records and a survey of the swimming pool for sanitation and obvious safety hazards. 
 
 

https://www.idph.iowa.gov/swimmingpoolsandspas

