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Wayne County

Promote Healthy Living Assessment
includes topics such as addictive behaviors (tobacco, alcohol, drugs, gambling), chronic disease (mental health, cardiovascular disease, cancer, asthma, 
diabetes, arthritis, etc.), elderly wellness, family planning, infant, child & family health, nutrition and healthy food options, oral health, physical 
activity, pregnancy & birth, and wellness.

Healthy Living 
Community Priority Rationale / Specific Need

Is this priority  
in the HIP? If the priority is not addressed in the HIP, reason(s) why:

1 Wayne County has a high rate 
of chronic disease in adults 
age 50 and older.

Wayne County is ranked 64 out of the 99 counties in overall 
health. Wayne County has a high elderly population and an 
increased risk for all ages due to the poverty level, tobacco use, 
obesity and lack of physical activity on a routine basis.  Wayne 
County population  of ages 65 to 84 years  of age is 1160,  and 
85 years and over is 261 (2010-2014) for a total of 1,421. Total 
county population is 6326 per IDPH County Health Indicators.  
Adding the 45  to 64 year group of 1760 to the 65 and older is 
more than half of our county population in this age group. The 
percentage of 65 and older is 22.5 % with a state average of 
15.6% in the County Health Rankings and Road Maps.  Wayne 
County has a higher ration of elderly in comparison to 
Appanoose, Decatur and Lucas counties which are 21%, 18.8 % 
and 20.8 % respectively.   Adult Obesity for Wayne County  is 
32%, and the state average is 30%,  Neighboring counties  Lucas 
is 31%, Appanoose is 30% and and Decatur 30%.  Diabetes is 
11% and  diabetic monitoring is 92%  for Wayne County and the 
state average is 9% for diabetes and diabetic monitoring is 89% 
and in  each of the 3 neighboring counties it is 10%. Physical 
inactivity for Wayne County is 26% and the state is 24%, 
tobacco use: Wayne 20%, state average is 18%.  Access to 
exercise opportunities  for Wayne 53% and the state average is 
79%   Median household income is $38, 981 and the state 
average is $52,286.   Heart disease death rate (age adjusted per 
1000) 192.10 with the state at 165.16, stroke death rate  48.50 
and state 34.48, chronic lower respiratory disease death rate: 
Wayne 45.26  and  the state at 46.75

Yes Other priorities rated 
higher

Community partners do 
not exist

Existing programs already 
address problem/need

Lead organization does 
not exist

Lack of human resources/ 
staff

Lack of financial resources

Other
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Healthy Living 
Community Priority Rationale / Specific Need

Is this priority  
in the HIP? If the priority is not addressed in the HIP, reason(s) why:

2 Mental Health services are 
limited in  availability to all 
ages of Wayne County's 
Population

Wayne County has an increased population with mental health 
issues, including jail census.  The ratios  of mental health 
providers in Wayne County is 6402:1, although there is out of 
county resources available including  CROSS 24 hour mental 
health hotline and Community Health Centers of Southern 
Iowa.  As of this date no calls  to the  CROSS  hotline  have been 
from Wayne County. Wayne County Public Health also assists 
with med administration  and management to Court ordered 
clients. 

No Other priorities rated 
higher

Community partners do 
not exist

Existing programs already 
address problem/need

Lead organization does 
not exist

Lack of human resources/ 
staff

Lack of financial resources

Other

Healthy Living 
Community Priority Rationale / Specific Need

Is this priority  
in the HIP? If the priority is not addressed in the HIP, reason(s) why:

3 Alcohol and Drugs use  is 
prevalent among teens and 
older adults.

The comparison rates of states and county are not available.  
Our County has an active SAFE coalition that meets every other 
month, and  SEIDA has an outreach office in Wayne County. 
There is a program held intermittently at the Seymour Baptist 
Church that is counseling  and support for abusers.

No Other priorities rated 
higher

Community partners do 
not exist

Existing programs already 
address problem/need

Lead organization does 
not exist

Lack of human resources/ 
staff

Lack of financial resources

Other
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Wayne County

Prevent Injuries & Violence Assessment
includes topics such as brain injury, disability, EMS trauma & system development, intentional injuries (violent & abusive behavior, suicide), 
occupational health & safety, and unintentional injuries (motor vehicle crashes, falls, poisoning, drowning, etc.).

Injuries & Violence 
Community Priority Rationale / Specific Need

Is this priority  
in the HIP? If the priority is not addressed in the HIP, reason(s) why:

1 Wayne County has seen a 
need to address family 
violence issues including 
sexual assault, sexual abuse, 
domestic violence,  and 
bullying.

Stakeholders against family violence came together and  in the 
last couple of years developed the Wayne County Child and 
Family  Abuse Council. Wayne  which is a coalition that meets 
monthly  to improve services and promote prevention.  The 
group averages 15 members from multiple agencies in and out 
of our county to  address these issues.   Some of the programs 
have been met with resistance in the schools but currently we 
have provided  an anti bullying program in the 5 and 6 grades, 
and a healthy relationship program in the high school. There is 
also a anti bullying program that is present to the  K-4 grade.  
Wayne County has an  abuse advocate that  supports the client 
and attends court,  makes referrals and offers support groups . 
In Wayne County the advocate has assisted 18 adults,  2 
teenagers, and 12 children. We also have outlying resources 
from other agencies in other counties that provide additional 
services inducing sexual assault,  and are  apart of our coalition.

No Other priorities rated 
higher

Community partners do 
not exist

Existing programs already 
address problem/need

Lead organization does 
not exist

Lack of human resources/ 
staff

Lack of financial resources

Other
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Wayne County

Protect Against Environmental Hazards Assessment
includes topics such as drinking water protection, food waste, food safety, fluoridation, hazardous materials, hazardous waste, healthy homes, 
impaired waterways, lead poisoning, nuisances, on site wastewater systems, radon, radiological health, soil erosion, and vector control.

Environmental Hazards 
Community Priority Rationale / Specific Need

Is this priority  
in the HIP? If the priority is not addressed in the HIP, reason(s) why:

1 Wayne County has above 
average levels of lead in lead 
tested children 1-5 years of 
age

Wayne County  has 13.8% of their children tested for lead, with 
an average 22.2% of those tested having an  elevated lead 
result of 5-10.   On the IDPH website for year 2013  it showed 
that Wayne County had 40-60% of their children tested for 
lead. Wayne County Public Health provides lead tests free of 
charge and receives referrals from the clinic system.  Our office 
completed 25 tests this year, which is lower than usual. WIC 
had been providing lead testing at WIC clinics which is held 
monthly.  FY 2015 they had tested 67 children from  Oct. 2014 
though Dec. 2014. They no longer test on a regular basis, just if 
requested, but continue to do  the lead screening, and will 
make referrals to the clinic or WCPH.

No Other priorities rated 
higher

Community partners do 
not exist

Existing programs already 
address problem/need

Lead organization does 
not exist

Lack of human resources/ 
staff

Lack of financial resources

Other
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Wayne County

Prevent Epidemics & the Spread of Disease Assessment
includes topics such as disease investigation, control & surveillance, HIV/AIDS, immunization, reportable diseases, sexually transmitted diseases 
(STDs), and tuberculosis (TB).

Epidemics & Spread of Disease 
Community Priority Rationale / Specific Need

Is this priority  
in the HIP? If the priority is not addressed in the HIP, reason(s) why:

1 Wayne County continues to 
provide disease investigation, 
control and surveillance and  
it is an ongoing priority. 
Immunizations play an 
important role in disease 
prevention.  There are 5 VFC 
providers in Wayne County. 
WCPH operates a walk in 
immunization clinic.

Valid certificates for the 2013/14 school year in Wayne County 
was 98.4%,  the child care rate of valid certificates was 91%. 
The county wide rate of immunizations for children born in 
2013 was 68% and 4% for late up to date for the same children. 
There are 5 VFC providers in Wayne County. Wayne County 
Public Health operates a walk in immunization clinic. Since 
1-1-2012 Wayne County has completed disease investigation on 
36 cases of Pertussis.

No Other priorities rated 
higher

Community partners do 
not exist

Existing programs already 
address problem/need

Lead organization does 
not exist

Lack of human resources/ 
staff

Lack of financial resources

Other
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Wayne County

Prepare for, Respond to, & Recover from Public Health Emergencies Assessment
includes topics such as communication networks, emergency planning, emergency response, individual preparedness, recovery planning, risk 
communication, and surge capacity. 

Preparedness  
Community Priority Rationale / Specific Need

Is this priority  
in the HIP? If the priority is not addressed in the HIP, reason(s) why:

1 Wayne County Public Health 
is the lead agency in the 
Preparedness Plan and notes 
the lack of time, interest and 
collaboration regarding 
preparedness in Wayne 
County.

As the lead agency in preparedness it has been difficult to 
maintain/ obtain collaboration  of partners and in updating the 
plan to remain in compliance and prepared.

No Other priorities rated 
higher

Community partners do 
not exist

Existing programs already 
address problem/need

Lead organization does 
not exist

Lack of human resources/ 
staff

Lack of financial resources

Other
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Wayne County

Strengthen the Health Infrastructure Assessment
includes topics such as access to quality health services, community engagement, evaluation, food security, food systems, food and nutrition 
assistance (SNAP, WIC), health facilities, health insurance, medical care, organizational capacity, planning, quality improvement, social determinants 
(e.g., education & poverty levels), transportation, and workforce (e.g., primary care, dental, mental health, public health).

Health Infrastructure  
Community Priority Rationale / Specific Need

Is this priority  
in the HIP? If the priority is not addressed in the HIP, reason(s) why:

1 Wayne County lacks 
transportation resources to 
out of county medical 
appointments due to cost and 
lack of community partners 
that provide transportation.

It is difficult for many of our residents to attend out of county 
appointments deemed medically necessary and as part of their 
care including health and mental health treatments/ 
counseling. Wayne County does have transit, but scheduling 
and costs are prohibitive.

No Other priorities rated 
higher

Community partners do 
not exist

Existing programs already 
address problem/need

Lead organization does 
not exist

Lack of human resources/ 
staff

Lack of financial resources

Other
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Community Health Needs Assessment SNAPSHOT

Promote Healthy Living 

Priority #1 Wayne County has a high rate of chronic disease in adults age 50 and older.

Priority #2 Mental Health services are limited in  availability to all ages of Wayne County's Population

Priority #3 Alcohol and Drugs use  is prevalent among teens and older adults.

Prevent Injuries & Violence

Priority #1 Wayne County has seen a need to address family violence issues including sexual assault, sexual abuse, domestic 
violence,  and bullying.

Protect Against Environmental Hazards

Priority #1 Wayne County has above average levels of lead in lead tested children 1-5 years of age

Prevent Epidemics & the Spread of Disease

Priority #1 Wayne County continues to provide disease investigation, control and surveillance and  it is an ongoing priority. 
Immunizations play an important role in disease prevention.  There are 5 VFC providers in Wayne County. WCPH 
operates a walk in immunization clinic.

Prepare for, Respond to, & Recover from Public Health Emergencies

Priority #1 Wayne County Public Health is the lead agency in the Preparedness Plan and notes the lack of time, interest and 
collaboration regarding preparedness in Wayne County.

Strengthen the Health Infrastructure

Priority #1 Wayne County lacks transportation resources to out of county medical appointments due to cost and lack of 
community partners that provide transportation.


