
HANCOCK COUNTY

Community Health Needs Assessment (CHNA) Report

For additional information about this report, CONTACT:

Name Organization Phone Email

DENISE HISCOCKS HANCOCK CO. COMMUNITY HEALTH 641-923-3676 hiscockd@mercyhealth.com

Date Revised: January 19, 2016



CHNA Report Page 2 of 8January 19, 2016HANCOCK COUNTY Healthy Living Assessment

HANCOCK COUNTY

Promote Healthy Living Assessment
includes topics such as addictive behaviors (tobacco, alcohol, drugs, gambling), chronic disease (mental health, cardiovascular disease, cancer, asthma, 
diabetes, arthritis, etc.), elderly wellness, family planning, infant, child & family health, nutrition and healthy food options, oral health, physical 
activity, pregnancy & birth, and wellness.

Healthy Living 
Community Priority Rationale / Specific Need

Is this priority  
in the HIP? If the priority is not addressed in the HIP, reason(s) why:

1 Alcohol Abuse 60% of Hancock County survey respondents identified Alcohol 
Abuse as the top risky behavior in our community.  This 
selection has been the top choice in previous 2005 and 2011 
surveys as well.  

No Other priorities rated 
higher

Community partners do 
not exist

Existing programs already 
address problem/need

Lead organization does 
not exist

Lack of human resources/ 
staff

Lack of financial resources

Other Local ASAP group leads prevention efforts 
collaboratively with Hancock County Wellness 
Coalition, Wellsource (regional mental health 
center) Prairie Ridge Treatment center. 

Healthy Living 
Community Priority Rationale / Specific Need

Is this priority  
in the HIP? If the priority is not addressed in the HIP, reason(s) why:

2 Obesity 50% of survey respondents reported Obesity to be a top health 
problem in our county.  This concern continues from the 2005 
and 2010 surveys.

No Other priorities rated 
higher

Community partners do 
not exist

Existing programs already 
address problem/need

Lead organization does 
not exist

Lack of human resources/ 
staff

Lack of financial resources

Other Hancock County participated in the Pick a Better 
Snack and Act program until funding was no 
longer available
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Healthy Living 
Community Priority Rationale / Specific Need

Is this priority  
in the HIP? If the priority is not addressed in the HIP, reason(s) why:

3 Smoking Reduction 45% of survey respondents identified cancer as a health 
concern.  Reducing the use of Tobacco in youth and adults will 
decrease the incidence of Lung Cancer which is the one cause 
of death in Iowans. 

Yes Other priorities rated 
higher

Community partners do 
not exist

Existing programs already 
address problem/need

Lead organization does 
not exist

Lack of human resources/ 
staff

Lack of financial resources

Other

Healthy Living 
Community Priority Rationale / Specific Need

Is this priority  
in the HIP? If the priority is not addressed in the HIP, reason(s) why:

4 Aging Rural Iowa specifically Hancock County has a large elderly 
population 19.8% according to the national health rankings.  
Programs such as adult day care, support for dementia patients 
and affordable help in the home are common concerns

No Other priorities rated 
higher

Community partners do 
not exist

Existing programs already 
address problem/need

Lead organization does 
not exist

Lack of human resources/ 
staff

Lack of financial resources

Other
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HANCOCK COUNTY

Prevent Injuries & Violence Assessment
includes topics such as brain injury, disability, EMS trauma & system development, intentional injuries (violent & abusive behavior, suicide), 
occupational health & safety, and unintentional injuries (motor vehicle crashes, falls, poisoning, drowning, etc.).

Injuries & Violence 
Community Priority Rationale / Specific Need

Is this priority  
in the HIP? If the priority is not addressed in the HIP, reason(s) why:

1 Texting/phone use while 
driving

55% of survey respondents are concerned by this. No Other priorities rated 
higher

Community partners do 
not exist

Existing programs already 
address problem/need

Lead organization does 
not exist

Lack of human resources/ 
staff

Lack of financial resources

Other
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HANCOCK COUNTY

Protect Against Environmental Hazards Assessment
includes topics such as drinking water protection, food waste, food safety, fluoridation, hazardous materials, hazardous waste, healthy homes, 
impaired waterways, lead poisoning, nuisances, on site wastewater systems, radon, radiological health, soil erosion, and vector control.

Environmental Hazards 
Community Priority Rationale / Specific Need

Is this priority  
in the HIP? If the priority is not addressed in the HIP, reason(s) why:

1 Outdoor Air Quality Top response at 51% not enough details to know the specific 
Air Quality concern.  

No Other priorities rated 
higher

Community partners do 
not exist

Existing programs already 
address problem/need

Lead organization does 
not exist

Lack of human resources/ 
staff

Lack of financial resources

Other

Environmental Hazards 
Community Priority Rationale / Specific Need

Is this priority  
in the HIP? If the priority is not addressed in the HIP, reason(s) why:

2 Radon exposure In coordination with the HC Environmental Health specialist we 
offer Radon test kits to the community at a reasonable rate.  
the Public is advised next steps if necessary.  We also offer 
public awareness through social media, press releases and 
other public offerings

No Other priorities rated 
higher

Community partners do 
not exist

Existing programs already 
address problem/need

Lead organization does 
not exist

Lack of human resources/ 
staff

Lack of financial resources

Other

Environmental Hazards 
Community Priority Rationale / Specific Need

Is this priority  
in the HIP? If the priority is not addressed in the HIP, reason(s) why:

3 Safe Housing  Survey respondents indicate concern for the need of safe 
rental properties.  

No Other priorities rated 
higher

Community partners do 
not exist

Existing programs already 
address problem/need

Lead organization does 
not exist

Lack of human resources/ 
staff

Lack of financial resources

Other Wellness Coalition has initiated a focus group 
regarding safe housing 
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HANCOCK COUNTY

Prevent Epidemics & the Spread of Disease Assessment
includes topics such as disease investigation, control & surveillance, HIV/AIDS, immunization, reportable diseases, sexually transmitted diseases 
(STDs), and tuberculosis (TB).

Epidemics & Spread of Disease 
Community Priority Rationale / Specific Need

Is this priority  
in the HIP? If the priority is not addressed in the HIP, reason(s) why:

1 Immunization HCHS continues to meet the conditions of the immunization 
grant and further develop the immunization program within the 
4 primary care clinics in our county, and 2 school districts in 
Hancock County.  HCHS is in the 75th percentile in current 
immunizations across all age groups.

No Other priorities rated 
higher

Community partners do 
not exist

Existing programs already 
address problem/need

Lead organization does 
not exist

Lack of human resources/ 
staff

Lack of financial resources

Other
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HANCOCK COUNTY

Prepare for, Respond to, & Recover from Public Health Emergencies Assessment
includes topics such as communication networks, emergency planning, emergency response, individual preparedness, recovery planning, risk 
communication, and surge capacity. 

Preparedness  
Community Priority Rationale / Specific Need

Is this priority  
in the HIP? If the priority is not addressed in the HIP, reason(s) why:

1 Community Preparedness 58% of survey respondents say disaster preparedness is not a 
priority.

No Other priorities rated 
higher

Community partners do 
not exist

Existing programs already 
address problem/need

Lead organization does 
not exist

Lack of human resources/ 
staff

Lack of financial resources

Other
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HANCOCK COUNTY

Strengthen the Health Infrastructure Assessment
includes topics such as access to quality health services, community engagement, evaluation, food security, food systems, food and nutrition 
assistance (SNAP, WIC), health facilities, health insurance, medical care, organizational capacity, planning, quality improvement, social determinants 
(e.g., education & poverty levels), transportation, and workforce (e.g., primary care, dental, mental health, public health).

Health Infrastructure  
Community Priority Rationale / Specific Need

Is this priority  
in the HIP? If the priority is not addressed in the HIP, reason(s) why:

1 Access to Mental Health 
services

HCHS offers a mental health provider in the clinics.  HCHS will 
also discuss the mental health needs with the wellness coalition 
to see what joint effort could occur.  A town hall meeting is 
already scheduled to discuss suicide concerns.

No Other priorities rated 
higher

Community partners do 
not exist

Existing programs already 
address problem/need

Lead organization does 
not exist

Lack of human resources/ 
staff

Lack of financial resources

Other Hancock County Wellness Coalition addressing 
the topic.

Health Infrastructure  
Community Priority Rationale / Specific Need

Is this priority  
in the HIP? If the priority is not addressed in the HIP, reason(s) why:

2 Diabetes Education 10% of our population age 20 and above have been diagnosed 
with diabetes. 3 people specifically requested diabetic 
education on our survey.  The CHSI also indicated that Diabetic 
deaths fall in the "worse" 

No Other priorities rated 
higher

Community partners do 
not exist

Existing programs already 
address problem/need

Lead organization does 
not exist

Lack of human resources/ 
staff

Lack of financial resources

Other

Health Infrastructure  
Community Priority Rationale / Specific Need

Is this priority  
in the HIP? If the priority is not addressed in the HIP, reason(s) why:

3 Bullying Prevention As stated above in the access to mental health concern, HCHS is 
working with the Hancock County Wellness Coalition to address 
topics such as suicide and bullying.

No Other priorities rated 
higher

Community partners do 
not exist

Existing programs already 
address problem/need

Lead organization does 
not exist

Lack of human resources/ 
staff

Lack of financial resources

Other Wellness Coalition responsibility
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HANCOCK COUNTY
January 19, 2016

Community Health Needs Assessment SNAPSHOT

Promote Healthy Living 

Priority #1 Alcohol Abuse

Priority #2 Obesity

Priority #3 Smoking Reduction

Priority #4 Aging

Prevent Injuries & Violence

Priority #1 Texting/phone use while driving

Protect Against Environmental Hazards

Priority #1 Outdoor Air Quality

Priority #2 Radon exposure

Priority #3 Safe Housing

Prevent Epidemics & the Spread of Disease

Priority #1 Immunization

Prepare for, Respond to, & Recover from Public Health Emergencies

Priority #1 Community Preparedness

Strengthen the Health Infrastructure

Priority #1 Access to Mental Health services

Priority #2 Diabetes Education

Priority #3 Bullying Prevention


