lowa Department of Public Health
Division of Behavioral Health/Bureau of Substance Abuse
Opioid Update for Wednesday, April 17, 2019

The lowa Department of Public Health (IDPH) offers the Opioid Update to share information
about opioid use and lowa’s efforts to address the national opioid epidemic. Please feel free to
submit topics to Julie Jones at julie.jones@idph.iowa.gov.
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Department News

IDPH Sponsors New Naloxone Initiative for Law Enforcement

The Bureau of Substance Abuse at the lowa Department of Public Health (IDPH) is
continuously looking for ways to help address opioid misuse in our state. One area of particular
focus has been preventing opioid involved deaths. Efforts to address this issue have included
support of a statewide Naloxone Standing Order that made the medication available without a
prescription, providing free naloxone kits to community members as part of a Narcan Access
Day, and training over 110 stakeholders from across the state to be trainers on recognizing and
responding to opioid overdose.

The good news is these and other efforts around the state are making a difference. In 2017,
there were 206 opioid involved deaths in lowa. Preliminary data for 2018 indicates that number
has dropped to 137. While we are encouraged by this reduction, the unfortunate news is 137
people still lost their lives.

In an attempt to further reduce the number of opioid involved deaths in lowa, IDPH is
sponsoring a new initiative to equip every interested law enforcement officer in the state with
one (1) free naloxone (Narcan nasal) kit. Quite often law enforcement personnel are the first to
a scene when a suspected overdose has occurred. Having that ability to administer naloxone
without delay could mean the difference between life and death. In some cases, it may be the
actual law enforcement officer whose life is in danger because of an accidental exposure to an
opioid. Whatever the reason, IDPH wants to help.

If a law enforcement agency (city/town/tribal police department or county sheriff's office) would
like to participate in this opportunity, please email Julie Jones at julie.jones@idph.iowa.gov. The
deadline for requesting kits is April 30, 2019.

POMW Training: April 30

The next Prevention of Opioid Misuse in Women (POMW) “Identifying Opioid Misuse” regional
training is scheduled for April 30, 2019, in Mason City. The purpose of this program is to expand
the prevention strategies that support the decrease of opioid misuse in women. Specific
objectives of the training include:

o List the individual and community impacts of opioid misuse
¢ Identify an evidence-based strategy to screen and address substance misuse
o |dentify appropriate opioid overdose recognition and response strategies

For more information about the training, please click on the following link: POMW
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lowa News

lowa Selected to Participate in National Governors Association MAT Workshop

lowa was selected by the National Governors Association (NGA) and the American Correctional
Association (ACA) to participate in a regional workshop later this spring on Expanding Access to
Medication Assisted Treatment for Justice-Involved Populations. A total of eight states were
selected following a competitive request for application process.

The purpose of the workshop is to provide governors’ policy advisors, state public health and
public safety officials, and senior correctional administrators with best practices and training to
build support for and increase integration of substance use treatment services in correctional
settings, and upon reentry back into communities. As part of the application, states were
required to identify a planning team that would be attending. Representatives for lowa will
include staff from the Governor’s Office, Department of Corrections (lead agency), Office of
Drug Control Policy, lowa Medicaid Enterprise and IDPH.

Current Opioid Related Legislation
As the session gets closer to ending, there is one opioid-related bill that is still active:

o House File 623 — Passed both chambers: Sent to the Governor
An act relating to prior authorization for medication assisted treatment under the
Medicaid program.

IDPH will continue to provide updates as this session continues.

Opioid News

HRSA Funding Opportunities

The Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) is accepting applications for
the following funding opportunities.

¢ The Opioid Workforce Expansion Program (OWEP) for Professionals is intended to build
upon existing HRSA investments to enhance community-based experiential training
focused on Opioid Use Disorder (OUD) and other Substance Use Disorders (SUD) for
students preparing to become behavioral health professionals. The OWEP for
Paraprofessionals NOFO funds this same training for peer support specialists and other
types of behavioral health-related paraprofessionals. Due: May 7, 2019.

To learn more about this funding opportunity, please click on the following link: OWEP

¢ The Rural Communities Opioid Response Program-Implementation (RCORP-
Implementation) is intended to enhance service delivery for substance use disorder,
including opioid use disorder. Over the course of a three-year period of performance,
grant recipients will implement a set of core prevention, treatment and recovery activities
that align with the Department of Health and Human Services’ Five-Point Strategy to
Combat the Opioid Crisis. Due: May 6, 2019.

To learn more about this funding opportunity, please click on the following link: RCORP
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