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MINUTES 

STATE HEALTH FACILITIES COUNCIL 

OCTOBER 19, 2011 

LUCAS STATE OFFICE BUILDING 

5
TH

 FLOOR, ROOMS 517-518 

321 EAST 12
TH

 STREET, DES MOINES 

 

I. 9:00 AM ROLL CALL 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Bill Thatcher, Chairperson, Bob Lundin, Roberta Chambers Marc 

Elcock and Vergene Donovan. 

STAFF PRESENT:  Barb Nervig; Heather Adams, Counsel for the State 

 

II. ELECTION OF VICE-CHARIPERSON 

Chairperson Thatcher called for nominations for vice-chairperson.  Lundin nominated Chambers.  

Elcock seconded nomination.  Chambers elected vice-chairperson on voice vote. 

 

III. PROJECT REVIEW 

 

1. Deerfield Retirement Community, Urbandale, Polk County:  Add 25 nursing facility beds 

- $3,781,250. 

 

Staff report by Barb Nervig.  The applicant was represented by Doug Fulton of Brick Gentry 

Law; Jay Bier; Cindi McNair; Kay Parkinson, administrator; and Burt Aden.  The applicant made 

a presentation and answered questions posed by the Council.  

 

No affected parties appeared at the hearing. 

 

A motion by Chambers, seconded by Donovan, to Grant a Certificate of Need carried 5-0. 

 

2. River Hills Village of Keokuk, Keokuk, Lee County:  Build an addition, adding 26 

nursing facility beds - $2,394,800. 

 

Staff report by Barb Nervig.  The applicant was represented by David Darrell of Baudino Law; 

Jusdon Miller, administrator; Dr. James Holsinger, medical director; Ron Wilson, CFO; Debbie 

Merrit, Marketing director; Rita Hickey and SJ Wigg.  The applicant made a presentation and 

answered questions posed by the Council.  

 

A motion by Elcock, seconded by Lundin, to enter the brochure and slides, presented in support 

of oral testimony, into the record carried 5-0. 

 

Appearing as affected parties in opposition to the proposal were Ken Watkins of Davis Law 

representing all facilities in Lee and Van Buren Counties, Burlington Care Center and Danville 

Care Center Prairie Ridge Care and Rehab in Des Moines County and New London Nursing & 

Rehab in Henry County; David Payne for Montrose health Center; Wayne Marble for Donnellson 

Health Center; Philip Maxey for Fort Madison Health Center; Michael Hocking for Pleasant 

Manor Care Center and West Point Care Center; Susan Grant for Lexington Square Healthcare 

and Rehab Center; and Alan Israel. 
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A motion by Donovan, seconded by Chambers, to Grant a Certificate of Need failed 2-3.  

Lundin, Elcock and Thatcher voted no. 

 

A motion by Lundin, seconded by Elcock to Deny a Certificate of Need carried 3-2.  Chambers 

and Donovan voted no. 

 

3. Newton Village, Inc., Newton, Jasper County:  Build 24-bed nursing facility - $3,332,655. 

 

Staff report by Barb Nervig.  The applicant was represented by Doug Gross of Brown, Winick; 

Robert Dahl, CEO of Elim Care; Darla Ueding, nurse; Bill Ward, resident of Newton Village; 

Gary L. Shabeck and Bryan Friedman, director of development for the City of Newton.  The 

applicant made a presentation and answered questions posed by the Council.  

 

A motion by Lundin, seconded by Chambers, to enter the slides, presented in support of oral 

testimony, into the record carried 5-0. 

 

Appearing as affected parties in opposition to the proposal were Matt Edwards for Heritage 

Manor; Eric Olson for Careage of Newton; Andrea K. Shepard  and Jessica Gray for Newton 

Health Care and Gena Franklin for Nelson Manor. 

 

A motion by Chambers, seconded by Donovan, to Grant a Certificate of Need carried 5-0. 

 

4. St. Luke’s Hospital, Cedar Rapids, Linn County:  Acquire an intraoperative radiotherapy 

system - $1,200,000. 

 

Staff report by Barb Nervig.  The applicant was represented by Doug Gross of Brown, Winick; 

Ted Townsend, CEO; Juliann Reiland, M.D. from Averra McKennan Hospital and University 

Heatlh Center in Sioux Falls, South Dakota; Jeff Masten, physicist from South Dakota; Kim 

Ibestor, director of cancer services at St. Luke’s; Robert Brimmer, M.D., general surgeon at St. 

Luke’s; Michelle Niermann, VP St. Luke’s; and Stephen Stephenson, M.D. with Iowa Health 

Des Moines.  The applicant made a presentation and answered questions posed by the Council.  

 

Affected parties appearing in opposition to the proposal were Ed McIntosh of Dorsey & Whitney 

representing Mercy Medical Center--Cedar Rapids; Tim Charles, CEO of Mercy Medical Center; 

Sallie Buelow, RN; Kevin Murray, MD, radiation oncologist; Mary Quash, member of Board of 

Trustees of Mercy and Kim Salzbrenner, R.T.T. 

 

A motion by Elcock, seconded by Donovan, to Grant a Certificate of Need carried 3-2.  Lundin 

and Elcock voted no. 

 

5. Solon Nursing Care Center d/b/a Solon Retirement Village, Solon, Johnson County:  Re-

review of project approved 11/03/10 to add 24 nursing facility beds at a new cost of $2,679,474.  

Cost over-run of $419,474 (18.6% of approved $2,260,000). 

 

Staff report by Barb Nervig.  The applicant was represented by Katie Cownie of Brown, Winick 

and Melissa Reed, administrator.  The applicant made a presentation and answered questions 

posed by the Council. 
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No affected parties appeared at the hearing. 

 

A motion by Lundin, seconded by Chambers, to approve the cost over-run of $419,474 carried 5-

0. 

 

IV. EXTENSIONS OF PREVIOUSLY APPROVED PROJECTS: 

 

1. Williamsburg Retirement Community, Inc., Williamsburg, Iowa County:  Add 15 

nursing facility beds for a Chronic Confusion and Dementing Illness (CCDI) unit -- $1,882,504.  

 

Staff reviewed the progress on this project.  A motion by Chambers, seconded by Donovan to 

Grant a one year extension carried 5-0. 

 

2. Green Hills Health Care Center, Inc, Ames, Story County:  Renovate and add 6 skilled 

nursing beds -- $4,428,842. 

 

Staff reviewed the progress on this project.  A motion by Lundin, seconded by Elcock to Grant a 

one year extension carried 5-0. 

 

3. Solon Nursing Care Center d/b/a Solon Retirement Village, Solon, Johnson County:  

Add 24 nursing facility beds (12 skilled care and 12 CCDI) -- $2,260,000. 

 

Staff reviewed the progress on this project.  A motion by Donovan, seconded by Lundin to Grant 

a one year extension carried 5-0. 

 

4. University of Iowa Hospitals & Clinics, Iowa City, Johnson County:  Acquire proton 

beam radiation therapy unit -- $40,000,000. 

 

Staff reviewed the progress on this project.  A motion by Donovan, seconded by Lundin to Grant 

a one year extension carried 5-0. 

 

5. Arbor Court Fairfield, Fairfield, Jefferson County:  Establish 65-bed nursing facility -- 

$2,300,000. 

 

Staff reviewed the progress on this project.  A motion by Chambers, seconded by Donovan to 

Grant a one year extension carried 5-0. 

 

6. Sunnybrook Living Care Center, L.C., Fairfield, Jefferson County:  Add 50 nursing 

facility beds -- $2,743,080. 

 

Staff reviewed the progress on this project.  A motion by Elcock, seconded by Chambers to Grant 

a one year extension carried 5-0. 

 

V. REQUESTS FOR DETERMINATION OF NON-REVIEWABILITY AND THE 

 DEPARTMENT’S RESPONSE  

The purpose of the Council’s review under this portion of the agenda is to determine whether it 

affirms the Department’s determination that a project is or is not subject to review under Iowa 
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Code chapter 135.  The Council reviewed the Department’s determination as to whether a project 

is exempt from review. 

 

1. Manning Regional Healthcare Center, Manning, Carroll County:  Replacement of critical 

access hospital in same town and county with no additional beds or new services. 

 

Staff report by Barb Nervig.  A motion by Elcock, seconded by Donovan, to affirm the 

Department’s determination carried 5-0. 

 

2. Southeast Iowa Open MRI, Burlington, Des Moines County:  Lease a 3 Tesla MRI 

(magnetic resonance imaging) unit at a cost under $1.5M.  

 

Staff report by Barb Nervig.  Staff reported that the current dollar amount submitted by the 

applicant exceeds $1.5M; a final determination has not been made.  No action required by 

Council at this point. 

 

VI. APPROVE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING (AUGUST 2011) 

 

A motion by Donovan seconded by Lundin, to approve the minutes of the August 17, 2011 

meeting passed by voice vote. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:30 PM. 

 

The Council’s next scheduled meeting is Wednesday, April 4, 2012. 
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