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MINUTES 
STATE HEALTH FACILITIES COUNCIL 

OCTOBER 5, 2012 
IOWA LABORATORY FACILITY, CONFERENCE CENTER, ROOM 208 

DMACC CAMPUS, ANKENY 
 

I. 9:00 AM ROLL CALL 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Bill Thatcher, Chairperson, Bob Lundin, Roberta Chambers and 
Vergene Donovan. 
MEMBER ABSENT:  Marc Elcock. 
STAFF PRESENT:  Barb Nervig and Jim Goodrich; Heather Adams, Counsel for the State 
 
II. PROJECT REVIEW 
 

1. Simpson Memorial Home, Wilton, Muscatine County:  Build 34-bed nursing facility as 
final phase of CCRC - $3,993,700. 
 
Staff report by Barb Nervig.  The applicant was represented by Shelley Wicks, administrator; 
Tracey Sulzberger; and architects Doyle Harper and Alan Wieskamp.  The applicant made a 
presentation and answered questions posed by the Council.  
 
No affected parties appeared at the hearing. 
 
A motion by Chambers, seconded by Donovan, to Grant a Certificate of Need carried 4-0. 
 

2. CCRC of Altoona, Altoona, Polk County:  Build 38-bed nursing facility as part of new 
CCRC - $3,894,500. 
 
Staff report by Barb Nervig.  The applicant was represented by Ed McIntosh of Dorsey & 
Whitney; Gib Wood and LouAnn Loew.   
 
A motion by Lundin, seconded by Chambers, to enter exhibits presented in support of oral 
testimony into the record carried 4-0.  The applicant made a presentation and answered questions 
posed by the Council. 
 
Carla Hall of Altoona Nursing and Rehab Center; Sandra Veville, clinical liaison for Preferred 
Care Partners and Ronald Osby of University Park Nursing an Rehab Center appeared as affected 
parties in opposition to the project.  Skip Conkling, Mayor of Altoona, appeared in support of the 
project. 
 
A motion by Lundin, seconded by Donovan, to Grant a Certificate of Need carried 4-0.   
 
IV. EXTENSIONS OF PREVIOUSLY APPROVED PROJECTS: 
 
 1. Stonehill Franciscan Services, Dubuque, Dubuque County:  Build 16-bed Chronic 
Confusion and Dementing Illness (CCDI) unit – $1,751,866.  
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Staff reviewed the progress on this project.  A motion by Lundin, seconded by Chambers to 
Grant a three- month extension carried 4-0. 
 
 2. Parkridge Nursing & Rehab Center, Pleasant Hill, Polk County:  Replace a 74-bed 
facility, adding 16 nursing facility beds -- $10,947,165.  
 
Staff reviewed the progress on this project.  A motion by Donovan, seconded by Chambers to 
Grant a three- month extension carried 4-0. 
 
 3. Newton Village, Newton, Jasper County:  Build a 24-bed nursing facility -- $3,322,655. 
 
Staff reviewed the progress on this project.  The applicant was represented by Doug Gross of 
Brown Winick.  The applicant answered questions posed by the Council.  A motion by 
Chambers, seconded by Donovan to Grant a six- month extension carried 4-0. 
 
 4. Deerfield Retirement Community, Urbandale, Polk County:  Add 25 nursing facility beds 
--$3,781,250. 
 
Staff reviewed the progress on this project.  A motion by Lundin, seconded by Chambers to 
Grant a six- month extension carried 4-0. 
 
 5. University of Iowa Hospitals and Clinics, Iowa City, Johnson County:  Acquire proton 
beam radiation therapy unit.  Second extension request. 
 
Staff reviewed the progress on this project.  The Council asked for a written update in six 
months. A motion by Chambers, seconded by Donovan to Grant a one-year extension carried 4-0. 
 
 6. Sunnybrook   Fairfield, Jefferson County:  Add 50 nursing facility beds --$2,743,080. 
Fifth extension request. 
 
Staff reviewed the progress on this project.  The Council asked for a floor plan and financial 
statement breaking down costs.  A motion by Lundin, seconded by Chambers to Grant a six- 
month extension carried 4-0.   
 
V. REQUEST FOR DETERMINATION OF NON-REVIEWABILITY AND THE 
 DEPARTMENT’S RESPONSE  
The purpose of the Council’s review under this portion of the agenda is to determine whether it 
affirms the Department’s determination that a project is or is not subject to review under Iowa 
Code chapter 135.  The Council reviewed the Department’s determination as to whether a project 
is exempt from review. 
 

1. Outpatient Surgery Center of Cedar Rapids, LLC, Cedar Rapids, Linn County:  Expand 
existing surgery center to new construction across the street, annual lease – $600,000 
 
Staff report by Barb Nervig.  Doug Gross and Kevin Hamers spoke on behalf of the surgery 
center.  A motion by Chambers, seconded by Lundin, to table action on this request until CMS 
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responds carried 4-0.  It was agreed that an electronic meeting will be scheduled to consider this 
matter once all information is obtained. 
 

2. St. Luke’s Health System, Sioux City, Woodbury County:  Purchase dedicated 
electrophysiology equipment – $1,305,779. 
 
Staff report by Barb Nervig.  A motion by Lundin, seconded by Chambers, to affirm the 
Department’s determination carried 4-0. 

 
VI. APPROVE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING (MAY 2012)  
 
A motion by Lundin seconded by Chambers to approve the minutes of the May 23, 2012 meeting 
passed by voice vote. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 11:40 AM. 
 
The Council’s next scheduled meeting is Thursday, January 10, 2013; this is an electronic 
meeting.  The next in-person meeting is Thursday, April 25, 2013. 
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