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MINUTES 
STATE HEALTH FACILITIES COUNCIL 

APRIL 12, 2011 
IOWA LABORATORY FACILITY 

CONFERENCE CENTER, ROOM 208 
DMACC CAMPUS, ANKENY 

 
I. 8:00 AM ROLL CALL 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Karen Hope, Chairperson, Chuck Follett, Marc Elcock and Bill 
Thatcher.  Recently appointed member Roberta Chambers was present to observe.  Also present 
were Bob Lundin and Vergene Donovan, new members whose terms begin May 1, 2011. 
STAFF PRESENT:  Barb Nervig; Heather Adams, Counsel for the State 
 
II. PROJECT REVIEW 
 

1. University of Iowa Hospitals & Clinics, Iowa City, Johnson County:  Construct 11-story 
addition for Children’s Hospital, adding 31 pediatric beds – $284,973,751. 
 
Staff report by Barb Nervig.  The applicant was represented by Brandt Echternacht, Assistant 
Director of Planning; Jean Robillard, M.D., Vice President of Medical Affairs; Tom Scholz, 
M.D., Interim Head of Pediatrics; Debra Waldron, M.D.; Jody Kurtt, RN; Ken Fisher, CFO; Ken 
Kates, CEO; and John Staley, Senior Associate Director.  The applicant made a presentation and 
answered questions posed by the Council.  
 
A motion by Follett, seconded by Thatcher, to enter the presentation slides into the record carried 
4-0. 
 
No affected parties appeared at the hearing. 
 
A motion by Follett, seconded by Elcock, to Grant a Certificate of Need carried 4-0. 
 

2. Carrington Place of Toledo, Toledo, Tama County:  Add 5 nursing facility beds in 
existing space - $25,000. 
 
Staff report by Barb Nervig.  The applicant was represented by Adam Garff.  The applicant made 
a presentation and answered questions posed by the Council.  
 
No affected parties appeared at the hearing. 
 
A motion by Follett, seconded by Thatcher, to Grant a Certificate of Need carried 4-0.   
 

3. Healing Passages Birth and Wellness Center, Des Moines, Polk County:  Establish a birth 
center -- $75,100. 
 
Staff report by Barb Nervig.  The applicant was represented by Cosette Boone, Jessica 
Bottenfield-Biehn and Kari Ward.  The applicant answered questions posed by the Council.  
 
No affected parties appeared at the hearing. 
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A motion by Follett, seconded by Elcock, to Grant a Certificate of Need carried 4-0.  
 

4. Suites of West Des Moines, West Des Moines, Polk County:  Build a 64-bed skilled 
nursing facility – $9,205,579. 
 
Staff report by Barb Nervig.  The applicant was represented by Lyle L Simpson of Simpson, 
Jensen, Abels, Fischer and Bouslog; John Beaudette, Senior Living Management; Matt Eller, 
Pro-Commercial; Mike Stott and Omar Barrientos both with Stott/Barrientos & Associates; and 
Ron Hickman, Pathways Recovery, LLC.  The applicant made a presentation and answered 
questions posed by the Council.  Appearing in support of the proposal were Scott Etzel, a 
financial advisor; Susan Hogan a nurse from Ames and Steve Burgason from Ames.  
 
Motion by Follett, seconded by Thatcher, to enter documents in support of oral testimony of 
applicant into the record carried 4-0. 
 
Appearing in opposition to the proposal were the following individuals: Kris Lange, General 
Manager of Crystal, Inc.; Doug Fulton of Brick, Gentry, Bowers, Swartz & Levis, P.C. 
representing Crystal, Inc. (Regency in Norwalk, Genesis in Des Moines and Karen Acres in 
Urbandale); Daniel J Boor of Scottish Rite Park; Larry Hinman with Signature Care (The Village 
at Legacy Pointe in Waukee); David Armington and Jodie Stoker, RN with Fleur Heights Center 
for Wellness and Rehab; Ed McIntosh of Dorsey & Whitney, representing the following four area 
facilities; Stephen Blend, Iowa Jewish Senior Life Center; Gary Tiemeyer, Fountain West Health 
Center; Amy Barth, Arbor Springs, LLC; and Mark Teigland, Calvin Community. 
 
A motion by Follett to Grant a Certificate of Need failed for lack of a second. 
 
A motion by Follett, seconded by Thatcher, to DENY a Certificate of Need carried 4-0.   
 

5. Dave’s Place Ankeny, Ankeny Polk County:  Build a 48-bed intermediate care facility for 
persons with mental illness (ICF/PMI) – $8,635,541 
 
Staff report by Barb Nervig.  The applicant was represented by Alan Israel, Jason Israel and 
Theresa Hemann.  The applicant made a presentation and answered questions posed by the 
Council.  
 
No affected parties appeared at the hearing. 
 
A motion by Thatcher, seconded by Follett, to Grant a Certificate of Need carried 4-0. 
 

6. Arbor Court Fairfield, Fairfield, Jefferson County:  Re-review of project approved 1/29/09 
to establish 65-bed nursing facility at a cost of $3,300,000.  Cost Over-run of $1,000,000 (43.5% 
of approved $2,300,000). 
 
Staff report by Barb Nervig.  The applicant was represented Doug Gross of Brown, Winick, 
Graves, Gross, Baskerville and Schoenebaum, PLC.  The applicant made a presentation and 
answered questions posed by the Council.  
No affected parties appeared at the hearing. 
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A motion by Follett seconded by Elcock, to approve the cost over-run of $1,000,000 carried 4-0. 
 
III. REQUEST FOR DETERMINATION OF NON-REVIEWABILITY AND THE 
 DEPARTMENT’S RESPONSE  
The purpose of the Council’s review under this portion of the agenda is to determine whether it 
affirms the Department’s determination that a project is or is not subject to review under Iowa 
Code chapter 135.  The Council will review the Department’s determination as to whether a 
project is exempt from review. 
 

1. University of Iowa Hospitals & Clinics, Iowa City, Johnson County:  Replace cyclotron. 
 
Staff report by Barb Nervig.  A motion by Follett, seconded by Thatcher to support the 
Department’s determination carried 4-0. 

 
2. Cass County Memorial Hospital, Atlantic, Cass County:  Modernization of facility with 

no new services or beds.  
 

Staff report by Barb Nervig.  A motion by Thatcher, seconded by Follett to support the 
Department’s determination carried 4-0. 

 
3. Orange City Area Health System, Orange City, Sioux County:  Replace two nursing 

facilities with one nursing facility in the same county, no change in total beds. 
 
Staff report by Barb Nervig.  A motion by Follett, seconded by Elcock to support the 
Department’s determination carried 4-0. 
 
IV. APPROVE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS (NOVEMBER 3 & 10, 2010) 
 
A motion by Follett, seconded by Elcock, to approve the minutes of the November 3, 2010 
meeting passed by voice vote. 
 
A motion by Follett, seconded by Thatcher, to approve the minutes of the November 10, 2010 
meeting passed by voice vote. 
 
A motion by Hope, seconded by Follett, to adjourn passed by voice vote.   
 
The next meeting of the council will be Wednesday, July 20, 2011. 
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