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MINUTES 

STATE HEALTH FACILITIES COUNCIL 

JANUARY 10, 2013 

LUCAS STATE OFFICE BUILDING 

321 EAST 12
TH

 STREET, FIFTH FLOOR, ROOM 524 

DES MOINES, IOWA 
ELECTRONIC MEETING 

 

This electronic meeting of the State Health Facilities Council was held in accord with section 

21.8 of the Code of Iowa entitled “Electronic Meetings.”  The Code states that a governmental 

body may conduct a meeting by electronic means only if circumstances are such that a meeting 

in person is impossible or impractical, and if the governmental body complies with the 

provisions of section 21.8.  It was impractical for the Council to hold an in-person meeting to 

discuss an extension request and a cost over-run request because of the expense in assembling 

the Council in person, time commitments of the Council members, and the anticipated short 

nature of the meeting. This electronic meeting was held in Conference Room #524, 5
th

 Floor, 

Lucas Building.  Notices and agendas were posted in the building and on the CON web page.  

 
I. 9:00 AM ROLL CALL 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT VIA PHONE: Bill Thatcher, Chairperson, Vergene Donovan, and 

Roberta Chambers were present via phone.  Marc Elcock was present in the conference room. 

MEMBER ABSENT: Bob Lundin 

STAFF PRESENT:  Barb Nervig and Heather Adams, Counsel for the State (present in the 

conference room).   

OTHERS PRESENT:  Doug Gross and Katie Cownie of Brown Winick representing both 

Arbor Court and Newton Village were present via phone. 

 

II. EXTENSION OF PREVIOUSLY APPROVED PROJECT 

 

Arbor Court Fairfield, Fairfield, Jefferson County:  Establish 65-bed nursing facility -- 

$3,100,000.  Sixth extension request (originally approved 1/29/09). 

 

Staff report by Barb Nervig.  Doug Gross, representing the applicant, asked for an additional 90 

days to finalize the purchase of the building; stating that if the purchase was not finalized by the 

Council’s April 25, 2013 meeting, an additional extension would not be requested.  A motion by 

Chambers, seconded by Donovan to grant a 90-day extension carried 4-0. 

 

III. PROJECT REVIEW 

 

Newton Village, Inc., Newton, Jasper County:  Re-review of project approved 1/29/09 to 

establish 24-bed nursing facility at a cost of $5,221,964.  Cost Over-run of $1,899,309 (57.2% of 

approved $3,322,655). 

 

Staff report by Barb Nervig.  Doug Gross, representing the applicant, answered questions 

regarding the increase in costs and indicated that at the time of the upcoming April extension 

request; the bids will be known.  A motion by Donovan, seconded by Chambers to approve the 

cost over-run carried 4-0.   

 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:35 AM. 
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