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Date: January 26, 2016 
 

To: Iowa Vaccines for Children (VFC) Program Providers 
 

From:   Iowa VFC Program 
 

Re: Vaccine Update: Meningococcal B Vaccine 
 
 
Effective January 26, 2016, the Iowa VFC Program will begin carrying meningococcal B vaccine for all 
participating providers.  Two meningococcal B vaccines have been licensed by the Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) and approved for use in persons aged 10–25 years:  Trumenba, manufactured 
by Wyeth Pharmaceuticals, Inc., and Bexsero, manufactured by Novartis Vaccines. 
 
The VFC Program follows the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) recommendations for 
the use of meningococcal B vaccine for VFC eligible children through 18 years of age.  The VFC Program 
covers meningococcal B vaccination for those: 

• 10 through 18 years of age identified as being at increased risk due to a medical condition or a 
serogroup B meningococcal disease outbreak 

• 16 through 18 years of age without high risk conditions may also be vaccinated 
 

Meningococcal B vaccine should either be administered as a 3-dose series of Trumenba or a 2-dose series 
of Bexsero.  The two meningococcal B vaccines are not interchangeable; the same vaccine product must be 
used for all doses in the series. 
 
Iowa VFC Providers will not be allowed to routinely order both Bexsero and Trumenba.  Clinics 
should determine which vaccine will be routinely ordered for their patient population.  Orders for 
meningococcal B vaccine should be placed with the clinic’s next vaccine order.  Orders should NOT 
be placed for meningococcal B vaccine only.  The Iowa Immunization Program understands patients 
may be seen who have started a meningococcal B series with the brand not carried by your 
clinic.  Please contact the Iowa Immunization Program at 1-800-831-6293 ext. 5 to discuss orders for 
meningococcal B vaccine not routinely stocked by your clinic.  
 
When placing an order for meningococcal B vaccine, please review the clinic’s vaccine inventory to 
identify all other vaccines needed.  VFC providers should continue to place vaccine orders 
consistent with their economic order quantity (monthly, bimonthly or quarterly).  
 
A detailed meningococcal B vaccine summary is available here and includes information on usage, dosage, 
schedule, and contraindications. 
 
An updated VFC Doses Administered Report and a list of VFC available vaccines and covered age 
ranges are available on the Immunization Program Website. 
 
If you have questions regarding recommendations for use of meningococcal B vaccine contact the 
Immunization Program at 1-800-831-6293 ext. 2. For questions regarding vaccine orders contact 
the VFC Program at 1-800-831-6293 ext. 5. 
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