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What are nuisance pests?

o Spend most of their lives outdoors
e Do NOT reproduce indoors

Do NOT cause structural damage,
infest food, or harm occupants of
the house



Why do they come inside?

Wandering |

Natural instinct

-» Hostile outdoor conditions
e Attracted to lights

‘« For the heck of it



| I\/Ianagement of Nuisance Pests

e Identification of pest
e Homeowner education

—Problem often temporary

—Usually harmless to people and
oroperty

—Are not reproducing indoors

—Need to apply treatment before insect
is indoors




Worst culprits

e Multicolored Asian
lady beetle

« Boxelder bugs



European Earwig

New Jersey, 1901
Throughout USA
Scavenger

5/8 inch
Forceps-like cerci
Does not breed In
ears



Pseudoscorpions

Harmless
Small
Feed on small insects

Prefer moist locations,
under leaf litter, etc.

Found in damp areas
of homes

No treatment
necessary



Pine Seed Bug

Part of hind leg wider
White zig-zag pattern
on wing

Attracted to the |
sunny southern sides
of homes in the fall

Accidentally wander

Indoors ——>
Do not reproduce |
Indoors

Harmless



Clover Mites

e Dark red or brown
e 1/64 Inch

~» Wander into homes in
spring and fall

e |Leave stains when
crushed

(K)enGraélma%epolle_ction . . * Seem tO be mOre
common in sod or
well maintained lawns



Foreign Grain Beetles

3/32 inch long

Feed on fungi In
walls of homes

common in new
nomes

fall

Only a problem
for 1styear

Jsually emerge in

fie:

Jesse




Red flour beetle
Foreign grain beetle



Foreign Grain Beetle

e Thousands can emerge into the
living area of new homes

e Primarily in the fall

e Gather at windows and water
sources

e Treatment of source not feasible



Sowbugs

Crustaceans

Feed on decaying
organic matter

Harmless

Found in damp
areas of homes

NoO treatment
necessary



Ground Beetles

Predaceous

Attracted lights

Many different species
No treatment necessary



- Springtails

1/16 to 1/8 inch
Wingless

White, gray, black
Forked, tail-like
spring

‘Fleas In the
basement’ -



- Springtails

« Nymphs and adults
need

—Moisture
—QOrganic matter
e Likely sources
—Qutdoors
—Drains

University of Minnesota



Springtail Control

e Reduce humidity indoors

e Reduce habitat around the
foundation
—Leaf litter, mulch, etc

o Exterior insecticide treatments

— Get the Insecticide to the soil surface!

* Do not apply to dry mulch, it will soak up
Insecticide



Masses of Millions of
Migrating Millipedes



- Millipedes

e Common accidental invader
e Originate outdoors

e Originate In decaying organic
matter

e Long-distance migration
e Harmless, but a nuisance




Millipede or Centipede

-4 legs per segment -2 legs per segment

-1 1/4 inch long - -11/2 inch long
-dark brown -tan, 3 dark stripes
-cylindrical - hard  -flattened - leathery
-outdoor | ~ -Indoor / outdoor

-spir_al / coll | | -detac_hable Iegs
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Millipede Control

100% control is not likely

Best to treat only If large numbers are
getting indoors -

Rake back mulch, other concealment

Foundation treatment — 3 ft up, 5-10 ft
out Into lawn



Spiders

 Wolf spider

e Grass spider

e« Jumping spider

* Yellow Sac spider



- Wolf and Fishing Spider

Large - up to 1.5 inch
Posterior median
eyes large

Long legs

Hairy, earth-tone
colors



Wolf Spider

 Not poisonous
« Active hunters

 Females carry
egg sack and
young

e Does not
survive indoors

Large posterior eyes/



Fishing Spider



Grass Spider
Not poisonous

Build flat webs with a
tunnel where the spider
hides

Common in bushes and
lawns around homes

Wander indoors
accidentally



Jumping Spider

Not poisonous
Eyes in three rows

Front legs longer and
thicker

Rapid jerky movement
Hunt in daylight

300 species in U.S.
Many are bright colored

Eyes set far back on
chephalothorax



Yellow Sac Spider

e Yellow with long front
legs
 Probably this species is

responsible for most
“spider bites”

— We cannot diagnose a
Insect or spider from
the bite!

e Found in small webs In
the upper corners of
rooms



Long-bodied Cellar Spider

 Not poisonous
e Cobwebs



Brown Recluse



Spider Control

Focus control on reducing food (insects)
around house

— Remove mulch near foundation
— Reduce lighting over doors
Seal cracks in foundation
Insecticides often limited benefit

Sticky traps can help monitor for areas
spiders are common

Vacuum webs and spiders



Management of
Nuisance Pests

Identification of pest
Customer education
Exclusion / Prevention
Reduce outdoor lighting
Residual insecticide barriers



What guestions do you have?

Laura Jesse
lowa State University
Plant and Insect Diagnostic Clinic -
327 Bessey
- Ames, IA 50011

Insects@iastate.edu

515/ 294-0581 -

[OWA STATE UNIVERSITY

University Extension
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